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The Centre empowers schools and the 

wider community to take action for social 

justice, peace and a sustainable world 

future  . 
 

Our aims are:  

¶ To be Tasmaniaôs leading independent centre for the 

promotion of education for social justice and human 

rights.  

¶ To promote practical learning experiences that 

demonstrate ways of contributing to positive change 

both locally and globally.  

¶ To actively facilitate the involvement of other 

organisations in raising awareness of global issues.  

 

Our primary focus is  supporting Tasmanian teachers 

to implement key aspects of state and national 

curricula, specifically those that relate to responsible 

citizenship, sustainability, values and global 

perspectives.  

 

We do this through :  

Education Programs  such as ruMAD? that engage 

schools with the wider community in positive action.  

Websites: A Fairer World  provides information and 

resources on current programs, events, global 

issues, taking action and ñlocal heroesò. A Fairer 

World Youth provides information specifically for 

young Tasmanians.  

Networks: We are able to link schools with a wide 

range of community groups and campaigns, locally, 

nationally and globally. We also provide speakers 

and volunteers to schools.  

Awareness - raising events & campaigns: Through 

our networks, we ensure that schools are involved 

in events and campaigns such as Human Rights 

Week, Refugee Week, Make Poverty History, Close 

the Gap, climate change action and Anti - Poverty 

Week.  

Curriculum materials & teaching resources: Our 

library of teaching resources has been built up over 

23 years. We also work with relevant authorities to 

develop curricula that supports education for a 

fairer world.  

Training & mentoring: Our qualified, experienced staff 

work to inspire teachers in the classroom with 

training, ideas and resources.  

News: Our Web Diary, e - news and Coming Events 

bulletins provide Tasmanians with a comprehensive 

update on social justice events and campaigns.  

International House in Battery Point, where we are 

able to provide office space, internet access and 

support for community groups and campaigners.  

 

We believe  that a fair, peaceful and sustainable world 

is possible and achievable -  a world where it is 

recognised that:  

¶ We are all one people living together on this planet.  

¶ How we think and act as individuals has a global 

impact.  

¶ We all share a responsibility to improve our world.  

¶ We can make a difference if we work together.  

¶ Awareness of global issues is a key to making a 

difference.  
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I   had big shoes to fill at the 

Tasmanian Centre for Global 

Learning (TCGL) this year with Robin 

Bowden stepping aside as President 

of TCGL after 7 years. This change 

has also brought new faces to the 

E x e c u t i v e  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t 

Committees of TCGL. Iôd like to thank 

Robin, Helen, and all the Committee 

Members for assisting me in the role of President and 

their enthusiasm and commitment throughout 2008.  

The year has seen TCGL go from a short period without 

funding for ruMAD? to a grant that will ensure the 

Programôs continuation for two years. Thanks to all 

supporters of TCGL, and particularly to Helen and Karen 

for all the work theyôve put into keeping the TCGL doors 

open during the low financial points and their 

persistence and determination in continuously seeking 

out and applying for new funding.  

Due to the funding situation, and the appointment of 

several new committee members, TCGL has reassessed 

its strategic direction, stakeholders, committees, and 

other parts of the Centreôs structure. This process has 

led to some immediate changes and the development of 

some fresh, new ideas. These will be outlined below.  

The biggest opportunity has come with the grant 

provided by the Tasmanian Community Fund (TCF) to 

fund a new sustainability model. The model is designed 

to provide direct support to schools for implementation 

of the ruMAD? ( Are You Making a Difference?) Program 

in partnership with schools, the government and local 

communities. It has also provided funding for an 

additional person at the Centre to take over the school 

contact role and free Helenôs time to promote ruMAD? 

and implement the sustainability model. Gagebrook 

Primary School, having piloted the model this year, has 

already signed up for 2009 and we are currently 

beginning discussions with other schools. This model 

also sees TCGL go into the corporate sector promoting 

its work and seeking funding for the first time. We will 

be looking for businesses who have an interest in 

supporting a local school, so if thatôs you, or someone 

you know, please do not hesitate to contact the Centre!  

During the year we signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) with the Department of Education 

(DoE). The MOU has formalised the relationship 

between DoE and TCGL and shown DoE recognition of 

TCGLôs work in Tasmanian schools. Along with this MOU 

we have continued to develop a positive relationship 

within different sectors of the Department and have 

continually received strong levels of support, albeit not 

on a financial level at this stage.  

The reassessment process also saw the development of 

an Education Sub - Committee comprising educators 

from different sectors of the education system. This 

new Committeeôs role is to advise TCGL on education 

issues affecting the Centreôs operations. It has already 

started looking at how TCGL approaches schools, the 

resources offered, development and promotion of the 

new Human Rights Week School Award, and has 

assisted in the appointment of the new staff member.  

We have also had a look at TCGLôs stakeholders and are 

currently meeting with various funding sources and 

education partners to further integrate TCGL into the 

Tasmanian education sector. Education Foundation 

Australia, which runs the ruMAD? Program nationally 

merged with the Foundation for Young Australians in 

2008 which means it is currently reassessing its position 

nationally. The Foundation will continue with ruMAD? 

and we are hoping the merge may lead to additional 

support, resources, and a stronger national profile.  

While the Executive and Management Committee have 

been focusing on the many changes that have occurred, 

work has continued at TCGL thanks to the commitment 

of Helen, Karen, and the many volunteers that come 

through the Centre. Thanks to all who have volunteered 

on various projects during 2008 and are acknowledged 

on the following page.  

Thanks also to the many organisations and agencies 


